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JASON M. HOLLINGER Week One #YGWIT The Temptations 

“Before beginning His ministry, Jesus faces off with Satan after being led by the Spirit into the desert.  Luke makes such leading 

clear by noting both that Jesus was "full of the Holy Spirit" and that He was “led by the Spirit in the desert.”  What occurs here, 

therefore, takes place under God’s direction.  Also important to the event’s background is the fact that it takes place after forty 

days of fasting.” (Darrell L. Bock) 

1. The text reveals both how Satan tempts and Jesus resists.  Satan 

uses a selfish tactic on Jesus.  In fact, he uses the word “If”, and 

this tactic should sound familiar to God’s people.  This tactic 

speaks back to the first temptation as found in Genesis 3, but 

this time Satan used the phrase “Did God really say…” instead of 

“If”.  Is there any difference in the way Satan seeks to tempt us 

today?  How important is that Jesus resisted? 

2. In reading the temptations as found in Luke 4:1-13 what we see 

is Satan attempting to challenge Jesus with loyalty.  Jesus was 

sent by God on a mission, and even though Satan was aware of 

that, he still attempted to challenge Jesus’ loyalties.  We must 

also show loyalty as God’s children.  So then, what are ways that 

Satan seeks to attack our loyalties?  How important is our loyalty 

to God and His Word? 

3. In Luke 4:12, Jesus says, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your 

God to the test.’”  This statement led to Satan leaving “until an 

opportune time”.  Tests themselves are not entirely bad, in fact 

they can be divinely sent (read James 1:2-4).  What matters is 

how we respond to the test.  So then, do we respond to the 

tests we experience in a way that looks as though we are seek-

ing out God to guide us through them?  How do we respond to 

personal struggles in our life? 

4. “If you are…”; three powerful words that challenge us to con-

stantly seek out God’s control for our lives.  Three words that 

challenge us as disciples.  How can you use these words to in-

spire confidence within as you seek God’s guidance and as you 

seek to lead others away from the tempter and into the arms of 

the Savior?  

“Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led 

by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness, where for forty 

days he was tempted by the devil.  He ate nothing during 

those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.” 

Luke 4:1-2 


