
 

 

47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is 

an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael 

asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before 

Philip called you.” 49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of 

God; you are the king of Israel.” 50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I 

saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.” 51 He then 

added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God 

ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.” 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,  

because he has anointed me  

to proclaim good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners  

and recovery of sight for the blind,  

to set the oppressed free,  

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

(Luke 4:19-20)  
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1. There are quite a few themes that are found here in            

Luke 4:14-30 that reveal much of what will define Jesus’  

mission and ministry.  Themes such as Jesus as teacher, 

thoughts concerning the Sabbath, consolation under affliction 

for those who mourn, the feast of Jubilee’s, the excellency of 

Christ, predestination, the power of Jesus and so much more; 

so then, it leads us to ask the question what was Jesus seeking 

to accomplish in how He began His earthly ministry? 

2. In reading Luke 4:16-27, we see how the Word of God is     

explained by Jesus and initially He was received well, but then 

something changed.  What was it that Jesus said to spark fury 

from within the hearts and minds of those who were present 

in the Synagogue? 

3. Within the framework of the Old Testament we see this     

mission that is carried out by the called and sent of God 

(Prophets, Priests, and Kings) to be those who would follow 

God and lead others to know God.  With that said, how would 

we define the mission of the New Testament believers?  

Matthew 4:17 speaks to the intentions of Jesus’ earthly   

ministry.  What then needs to happen for us to fulfill this   

ministry? 

4. The Jordan River (baptism) is considered by many to be one of 

the top three locations within the Holy Land.  The other two 

would be Bethlehem (birth) and Golgotha (death).  What 

would be the locations and/or times in your life that you    

consider as monumental in the shaping of your life?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


